
 

It will include coupons and 

discounts from many busi-

nesses to include many local 

restaurants, golf courses, 

automotive services, etc 

  

Interested in purchasing a 

coupon book?   

Books are available at many 

downtown businesses. For a 

list of participating mer-

chants, or to download an 

order form visit:  
www.downtownashtabula.com. 
   

Volunteers Wanted:   
We need sales people to sell 

the coupon books.   

If interested in volunteering 

for this mission, please con-

tact Oscar Tomasio at  

992-3700.  
   

The Ashtabula Downtown 

Development Association 

(ADDA) is engaged in a mis-

sion to improve and revitalize 

downtown Ashtabula with 

community involve-

ment.  Service learning is an 

integral part of this goal.   

 

With the support of Dean 

Susan Stocker, the ADDA 

entered into a partnership 

with KSUAC to develop and 

publish a coupon book. This 

project allows students to 

learn business concepts, i.e. 

advertising, marketing, sales, 

accounting and graphics and 

lay-out, by hands-on experi-

ence under the supervision of 

the project coordinators.  This 

project was performed under 

the leadership and direction 

of Jeff Wheeler, business 

instructor in the business pro-

gram at KSUAC and Oscar 

Tomasio, owner of Casa 

Capelli Restaurant on Main 

Avenue.   

 

Special mention goes to the 

KSUAC students who earned 

college credit for their partici-

pation in this program: Cyllie 

Cole, Julie Harchalk, Kyle 

Sinkler, Justin Stevenson, 

Laurie Horton, Mark Versaw.  

  

The proceeds from the cou-

pon book will go to ñlighting 

and landscapingò of Main 

Avenue and the surrounding 

area.  The cost of the book 

will be $25.00.   

Shop Ashtabula  

Main Avenue Makeover Program   

The ADDA has launched a 

downtown paint plan known 

as the ñMain Avenue Make-

over Programò.  This pro-

gram is designed to encour-

age fresh paint for buildings 

in the downtown district. 

 

Ashtabula Area Chamber of 

Commerce is administering 

this program for the 

ADDA. An application can 

be submitted by any down-

town business or building 

owner who is an ADDA 

member. Not a member yet? 

Download your 2010 mem-

bership application at 
www.downtownashtabula.com. 
 

The ADDA would like to see 

fresh paint on storefronts as 

well as door and window 

trim all the way up. The 

ADDA will help provide 

paint for selected applicants 

providing the color is se-

lected from the newly cre-

ated ADDA color guide.  

 

Special thanks to Ralph Ba-

con of the ADDA Design 

Committee and Casey Nich-

ols of Sherwin Williams for 

the creation of the color 

guide.   

 

The color guide was printed 

compliments of Sherwin 

Williams.  The paint can be 

purchased at the paint store 

of the applicantôs choice.   
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The ADDA partnered with the 

Ashtabula County District 

Library to produce a Small 

Business Start-Up Guide to 

provide assistance for entre-

preneurs.   

This guide provides informa-

tion about the important steps 

needed to take in starting a 

business in the City of Ashta-

bula. Also included is infor-

mation about local organiza-

tions and associations that 

may assist one in a business 

venture. 

The guide is posted on the 

ADDA website: 
www.downtownashtabula.com  

and the City of Ashtabulaôs 

web site: 

www.cityofashtabula.com.   

Hard copies can be picked up 

at the City Managerôs office, 

City of Ashtabulaôs engineer-

ing department, the economic 

development director of the 

Port Authority (Alicia 

McFarland) and Ashtabula 

Area Chamber of Commerce.  

KUDOS!  The design of the 

guide was coordinated by 

Steve Miller  (computer tech-

nician for the Ashtabula 

County District Library) and 

Roberta S. Madar-Pruett 

(ADDA Economic Restructur-

ing Committee Chair).   

Special thanks also goes to 

Debby Cumberland, Alicia 

McFarland, Jim Timonere and 

Tina Stasiewski for their help 

in the data collection, proof-

reading, etc.      

Question: Would you attend 

seminars on business topics? 

 

Response: Majority say no. 

Some dependent upon topic. 

 

Question: Would you be inter-

ested in obtaining financial assis-

tance for building improvements? 

 

Response: No in general, espe-

cially if leasing. 

 

Question: What is the most im-

portant topic to be addressed for  

 

The Economic Restructuring 

Committee of the ADDA has 

been distributing surveys to many 

merchants in Downtown Ashta-

bula. The informal results of the 

surveys to date are as follows: 

 

Question: What types of busi-

nesses do we need to attract to the 

downtown area?           

 

Response: A wide variety of uses 

to include retail, office, restau-

rants. Emphasis on local business 

and entertainment. 

 

economic growth in downtown 

Ashtabula? 

 

Response: Security ï especially 

north and south ends of Main. 

Condition of buildings and 

streets. 

  

The committee plans to continue 

with distribution and collection of 

the surveys. Contact Debby  

Cumberland at 998-2111,   

Fran Hanselman at 998-7580  

or Roberta Madar-Pruett at  

998-3706.  

Small Business Start -Up Guide   

Survey Says  

Window Displays  

pleted.  It is located on the 

southeast corner of  West 46th 

Street and Main Avenue in a 

storefront owned by George 

Cisco.  Please take the time to 

view the display of framed 

photographs of downtown 

Ashtabula from days gone 

past.  Check it out! 

  

Special thanks go to Karen 

Flack and Chris Seuffert for 

installing the display.  They 

worked hard to clean the 

space, paint the door and trim 

after coordinating the creation 

of the photo display.  

 

The photos on display were 

provided by the Ducro fam-

ily.  The matting was done 

compliments of E & J Glass.  

  

 We are not done yet!  Keep 

an eye out for more to come! 

 

A way to improve the look 

and feel of downtown Ashta-

bula is to make the vacant 

windows go away.  The De-

sign Committee of ADDA is 

busy trying to make a differ-

ence here.   

 

Agreements have been made 

with some building owners to 

fill the vacant windows with 

displays and/or exhibits.  One 

window has been com-

Please take the 

time to view the 

display of framed 

photographs of 

downtown 

Ashtabula from 

days gone past.   
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Assistance for Entrepreneurs 

We asked, you responded! 

http://www.downtownashtabula.com/
http://www.cityofashtabula.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2010 ï 2011 Downtown 

The 2010-2011 Ashtabula 

Business Directories have 

been printed and are being 

distributed throughout the 

area.    

 

Inside, you will find a map of 

Downtown Ashtabula and 

information about the local 

businesses.  

 

Take a look at what is happen-

ing in the area by checking the 

listing of upcoming events.   

 

The new directory can even 

save you money.  Inside, you 

will find coupons for:  

 

¶ The Kork & Kettle Res-

taurant 

¶ Casa Capelli Restaurant 

¶ The Outdoor Army Store  

¶ Nassief Honda  

¶ Your Special Place Uni-

form Apparel  

¶ Ultimate Appearance 

Hair Salon  

 
Special thanks to all who 

helped with this yearôs Down-

town Directory including Suzy 

Kist, Shelley Lipps, Lynda An-

nick and Marty Cephas. 

Downtown Business Directories  

We Want You  

Festivals and Events: Plan-

ners. Contact Marty Cephas at 
marty.cephas@huntington.com. 

Window Display Pro-

gram:  Cleaning crew to 

spruce up vacant win-

dows.  Manager to coordinate 

window displays for vacant 

windows.                          

Contact Ralph Bacon at                                 

baconid@windstream.net.  

Coupon Book Sales: Excel-

lent Salespeople. Contact 

Oscar Tomasio at 992-3700. 

Bridge to Bridge Mara-

thon:  Hydration Station - 

workers to man the booth to 

provide hydration for runners. 

Contact Cara Ogren at              

synergypt@windstream.net.  

If you enjoy meetings and 

would like to join a commit-

tee, please join us on this 

schedule: 

Organization Committee 

(Finance and Human           

Resources): Chairperson:        

Lynda Annick                                     

lannick85@hotmail.com          

3rd Monday of each month, 12:00 

at Casa Capelli. 

Promotion Committee 

(Marketing & Events): Chair-

person: Oscar Tomasio           

(992-3700) 3rd Monday of each 

month, 12:00 at Casa Capelli. 

Design Committee 

(Preservation): Chairperson: 

Ralph Bacon                                 

baconid@windstream.net         

3rd Thursday of each month at 

the Ashtabula County District 

Library.  

Economic Restructuring Com-

mittee (Economic Develop-

ment): Chairperson: Roberta S. 

Madar-Pruett           

rpruett@windstream.net                  

3rd Tuesday of every month        

5:15 pm at 5347 Main Avenue 

(Madar Appraisals).    

Imagine Ashtabula (Residential 

Projects) Chairperson: Debbie 

VanGorder 998-4252 or                        

ddvangorder@aol.com                       

3rd Thursday of each month        

7:00 pm at the Ashtabula County 

District Library. 

We are on the hunt for your 

time and talent!  We know 

that many of you are not inter-

ested in attending meeting 

after meeting. Not necessary.   

Let us know your talent, your 

interest. We can find a task 

that you will enjoy.  Join the 

crowd and employ your sense 

of community.   

Here is a list of tasks that you 

might enjoy doing:  

Christmas Parade: Volun-

teer Organizer, Crowd Con-

trol, Traffic Control, Decora-

tions, Float Line-Up, Games 

in the Park.                        

Contact Cara Ogren at                               

synergypt@windstream.net. 

Newsletter: Reporter.                    

Contact Roberta Madar-Pruett 

at 998-3706 or 

rpruett@windstream.net. 

Data Collection:  Collect and 

verify database of downtown 

merchants, etc. Contact 

Roberta Madar-Pruett (see 

contact information above). 

We are on the hunt 

for your time and 

talent and interest! 

Join the crowd 

and  employ your 

sense of 

community! 
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Your Imagination needed 

Let us live as we envision 



Ashtabula Downtown Development Association 
P.O. Box 362 
Ashtabula, OH  44005 

 
adda@downtownashtabula.com 

The Ashtabula Downtown Development Association (ADDA) was established in 2005. It is a 

non-profit organization focused on the mission of strengthening and revitalizing the downtown 

district. The ADDA has been a member of heritage Ohio since 2008. A recent merger took place 

with Imagine Ashtabula. This organization currently has 501C 3 status. 

The current officers are:  

Dr. Cara Ogren, Synergy Physical Therapy and Wellness, President 
Lynda Annick, Michaels Furniture Co., Vice President 

Michael Meranda, Messiah Lutheran Church, Secretary 

Mary Lou Howe, KeyBank, Treasurer 
Jane Haines, Ultimate Appearance, Past President 

  

Other Members of the Executive Committee are: 

  

Ralph Bacon, Star Beacon 

Rick Coblitz, A. Louis Supply Co. 
Roberta S. Madar-Pruett, Madar Appraisals 

Nancy Shaw-Hertzog, Cleveland Clinic Foundation at ACMC 

Jim Timonere, Ashtabula Area Chamber of Commerce 

Oscar Tomasio, Casa Capelli Restaurant 

The executive committee meets the last Wednesday of each month at Casa Capelli. 

Imagine Ashtabula has 

merged with the ADDA.  It is 

now a committee of the Ash-

tabula Downtown Develop-

ment Association and will 

continue to function as it has 

in the past years.     

 

Imagine Ashtabula provided 

paint for a house located at 

5333 Main Avenue.  It took 

28 gallons of paint of which 

16 gallons was primer. Beth 

Jepson of J & W Paint Com-

pany gave a donation of 

$100.00.  Larry Reinke was 

the painter.  

Imagine Ashtabula  

Who We Are 

http://www.downtownashtabula.com/ 

 
Volunteers of this committee 

include Rick Coblitz, Debbie 

VanGorder, Elke Wellmann 

and Chris Seuffert. Your ef-

forts are appreciated.  Please 

keep up the good work. 

Before After  

Visit Us On The Web  

Upcoming Events 
 
September 10 - Membership meeting 8 am AACC 

October 3 - Heart Walk      

October 8 - No Membership meeting 
 
October 13 - Annual ADDA Heritage Ohio Update meeting 6 pm AACC 
 
October 30 - Bridge to Bridge Marathon  

October 30 - Halloween On Main Avenue  

November 19 - ADDA Annual Downtown Ashtabula Christmas Parade                                                                                      

Did You Know??? 

ADDA currently has 61 business mem-

bers and 10 individual/family members. 

Newsletter Designer: Robin Cumberland 


